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A guide to NCEA and CIE

Tailored home Tuition for High School Students in Eastern Auckland

Visit our website
www.mytuition.co.nz



Copyright © MyTuition  |  www.mytuition.co.nz 2

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

NCEA CIE

UNIVERSITY

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

YEAR 13

Figure 1: CIE and NCEA pathways
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Figure 2: The CIE pathway

Compulsory
Math
English

Compulsory
English Literature
-OR-
English Language

AS + A2
=

A Level



Copyright © MyTuition  |  www.mytuition.co.nz 4

Figure 3: Sample CIE exam calendar
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Figure 4: CIE grade thresholds
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Note: Diff erent papers within a subject may have diff erent weightings 
and therefore contribute diff erently to the fi nal percentage.
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Figure 5: CIE/NCEA assessment timeline
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Figure 6: NCEA standards
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Figure 7: NCEA credits summary
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Figure 8: University entrance

Rank score Rank score

Minimum NZ University entrance requirements

Rank score requirements for diff erent programmes

NCEACIE

• IGCSE Maths
• AS English Literature or language
• Certain levels of achievement in 
other subjects

AS/A-Level results

• Level 1 Maths
• Level 2 English
• Certain levels of achievement in 
other subjects

NCEA Level 3 results



Copyright © MyTuition  |  www.mytuition.co.nz 10

Figure 9: Calculating your rank score

AS Subject
(1 unit) A-Level

Subject
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A-Level
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(2 units)

AS Subject
(1 unit)

AS Subject
(1 unit)

AS Subject
(1 unit)

Rank score is calculated 
from your best 6 subject 
units at AS or A-Level

The remaining subjects are 
ignored.

CIE

Excellence credits

Merit credits

Achieved credits

Achieved credits

Rank score is calculated from your best 80 
credits at Level 3

• Maximum of 5 subjects
• Maximum of 24 credits per subject

The remaining credits are ignored.

NCEA
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Figure 10: University of Auckland programme requirements

Bachelor of Arts (BA)

Bachelor of Commerce (BCom)

Bachelor of Architectural Studies (BAS)

Bachelor of Health Sciences (BHSc)

Bachelor of Engineering with Honours (BE 

Hons)

Maximum Possible

150

180

230
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250

320

150
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310

420

Note: In addition to your rank score, there may be other degree-specifi c requirements.

To read more about how to calculate your exact rank score and for full university entrance 
programme requirements, Google: 

• Auckland University CIE Entrance
• Auckland University NCEA Entrance

Rank Score comparison table

Rank score requirements for common 
programmes at the University of Auckland

NCEA CIE
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